An analysis of cervical lymph nodes metastasis in oral squamous cell carcinoma. Relationship between grade of histopathological malignancy and lymph nodes metastasis.
Cervical lymph nodes metastasis is well known to be an indicator of poor prognosis in patients with oral cancer. This study was considered 38 patients of oral squamous cell carcinoma who were treated at our department from 1993 to 1997. Histological malignancy of initial biopsy in the pretreatment period was evaluated by Anneroth's classification. The relationship of degree of histological malignancy with cervical lymph nodes metastasis were analysed in this study. Metastasis in the cervical lymph nodes was histologically confirmed in 17 out of 38 cases (44.7%). The metastasis located predominantly in the submandibular nodes and superior internal jugular nodes. According to T classification, the rate of metastasis in the cervical lymph nodes in T1 and T2 cases was around 30%, while the rate in T3 and T4 cases tended to be as high as around 60%. However, there was no significant difference. A significant relation was evident between the degree of histological malignancy and metastasis in the cervical lymph nodes (P< 0.01), indicating that the histological malignancy could be served as a predictor for metastasis in the cervical lymph nodes. Among the six parameters, a significant difference was observed only in the degree of keratinization and the mode of invasion (P< 0.05). When the sum of the degree of histological malignancy exceeds 15, metastasis in the cervical lymph nodes should be considered.